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EDITORIAL

k&') Gandhis Message
o - to the IndianWomen

N
@~ o

n a videotaped message smuggled from Burwmg San Suu Kyi, winner of

Nobel Peace Prize. said,

“It is not the prerogative of men alone to bring light to this waNdmen, with
their capacity for compassion and self-sacrifice, courage and perseverance, have
much to dissipate the darkness of intolerance and ‘hate.’

She said in conclusion of her fifteen minute speethp the best of my
knowledge, no war was ever started by women.’

This speech was replayed as a keynote address on the first day of work at the
NGO forum meeting on women, in women. It was thgdat international womesy’
meeting in historyMore than 3000 cheering women met in a cinema hall in Beijing
suburb to hear Suu KyThousands more were turned away for lack of rodme(
SatesmanSeptember 1, 1995, p. 13).

Suu Kyi is a little Gandhi. In 1986-87, she was a fellow in the Indian Institute of
Advanced 8udy, Shimla. | was a fellow there for four years. | noticed how devoted
she was in Gandhiartiglies and Gandhian way of lifAt the outset | pay homage
to a Buddhist leader of the world who understood Gandhi deeply in her words and
deeds.

Let us now turn to Gandhi. On October 2, 1941, a book entk@dTHE
WOMEN was published. It was edited BypandT. Hingorani, Upper Sind Colony
Karachi (Sind). It contains nearly eighty articles written by Gandianjan and
Young India The problems he discussedier alia, are as follows :

Women in the Smritis,Harijan, November 28, 1936)
Regeneration oWomen (February 20, 1918)

Birth Control Harijan, March 14, 1936 and March 21, 1936)
Curse of Child MarriageYpung Indig August 26, 1926)
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HelplesswWidows Harijan, June 22, 1935)

Our Fallen SistersYpung Indig September 15, 1921)
SwarajThroughWomen {Harijan, December 2, 1939)
Women and JewelleryHarijan, December 22, 1933)

Women and UntouchabilityHarijan, December 8, 1933; December 22, 1933;
January 19, 1934; December 29, 1933)

Tear Down the Purdah¥gung Indig February 3, 1927)
Economic Independence Women Harijan, June 8, 1940)

Position ofWomen in SocietyHarijan, June 8, 1940)

Gandhis articles published iilarijan and Young Indiathrow light on every
aspect of a womas'life.

Gandhiji acclaimed woman a$h'e mother maker and silent leader of man.’
She is "the noblest of gadtreation’”

On October 3, 1929 Gandhiji wrote Young India:
Hindu culture has erred on the side of excessive subordination of the
wife to the husband, and has insisted on the completgemerf the wife
in the husbandlhis has resulted in the husband sometimes usurping and
exercising authority that reduces him to the lebel of the brute.

In the same article Gandhiji suggested remedies for ill-treated women which was
growing in the countryHe suggested :
A fresh outlook, a little original thinking is enough to dispel the grief
brought about by defective imagination ... She should be induced to
qualify herself for public service.

On 21 October 1926, Gandhiji, in response to a fair friend's question expressed his
views boldly inYoung India A fair friend asked him :
In Hinduism, devotion of wife to her husband and her completgener
in him is the highest aim, never mind whether the husband is a fiend or
an embodiment of love. If this be the correct conduct for a wife, may
she, in the teeth of opposition by her husband, undertake national
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service? Ormust she only go as far as the husband will permit her to
go?

In response Gandhi wrote :
My ideal of wife is Sita, and of a husband Rama. But Sita is not a slave
of Rama. Oreach was slave of the oth&ama is ever considerate to
Sita. Where there is true love, the question asked does not d¢here
there is no true love the bond has never existed.

Gandhiji prescribes a radical remedy :
| think there was a way out. Mirabai has shown the.WWhg wife has a
perfect right to take her own decisions, and meekly brave the
consequences when she knows herself to be in the right and when her
resistance is for a nobler purpose.

In 17 October 1929 Gandhi wrote Young Indiathat he was'uncomproming in the
matter ofWomens rights.” He explained :
In my opinion, she should labour under no disability nofesatl by
man. | shall treat the daughters and sisters on a footing of perfect
equality

Gandhiji made these observation in response to a letter from a fair friend who
brought to the notice of Gandhiji the resolutions passedWgraens Conference of
Malabar Hill (Bombay).The correspondent raised some burning issues :
Why should women have either to beg or to fight in order to win back
their birth right? It is strange and also tragically comic to hear man born
of woman talk loftily of ‘the weaker sex’ and nobody promising ‘to give
us our due!What is this nonsense about ‘giving’? ... wherein are women
less important than that of mek?hy should it not be equal?

Gandhiji believed that removal of inequalities will be a mere palliaiihe. root of
problem is deep-rootedihe basic evil is mas’greed of powerbust and fame.
Ownership of property gives this pow&andhijis message in this context is written
in golden letters :
Let them know that millions of men have no property to transmit to
posterity Let us learn from them that it is better for the few to have no
ancestral property at allhe real propertythat a parent can transmit to
all equally is his or her character and educational facilities.



A Bunch of
Tagore and Gandhi Correspondence

1. FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Shanti Niketan,
April 12, 1919
DeAR MAHATMAJI,

Power in all its forms is irrational,—it is like the horse that drags the carriage
blindfolded.The moral element in it is only represented in the man who drives the
horse. Passive resistance is a force which is not necessarily moral in itself; it can
be used against truth as well as forTihe danger inherent in all force grows
stronger when it is likely to gain success, for then it becomes temptation.

I know your teaching is to fight against evil by the help of the good. But such
a fight is for heroes and not for men led by impulses of the moment. Evil on one
side naturally begets evil on the othatustice leading to violence and insult to
vengefulness. Unfortunately such a force has already been started, and either through
panic or through wrath our authorities have shown us the claws whose feate ef
is to drive some of us into the secret path of resentment and others into utter
demoralization. In this crisis you, as a great leader of men, have stood among us to
proclaim your faith in the ideal which you know to be that of India, the ideal which

is both against the cowardliness of hidc L :
revenge and the cowed submissivenes . ﬁ_
the terrorstricken.You have said, as Lor =l /

Ty

Buddha has done in his time and for
time to come,—

Akkodhena jine kodham, asadhi
sadhuna jine—“Conquer anger by thi
power of non-anger and evil by the pow
of good.”

This power of good must prove i
truth and strength by its fearlessness,
its refusal to accept any imposition whit
depends for its success upon its powe
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produce frightfulness and is not ashamed to use its machines of destruction to
terrorize a population completely disarm®de must know that moral conquest does
not consist in success, that failure does not deprive it of its dignity and Whdbe

who believe in spiritual life know that to stand against wrong which has
overwhelming material power behind it is victory itself,—it is the victory of the
active faith in the ideal in the teeth of evident defeat.

I have always felt, and said accordingtiiat the great gift of freedom can
never come to a people through chaWi§e must win it before we can own And
India’s opportunity for winning it will come to her when she can prove that she is
morally superior to the people who rule her by their right of conquest. She must
willingly accept her penancc of safing—the sufiering which is the crown of the
great.Armed with her utter faith in goodness she must stand unabashed before the
arrogance that scisf at the power of spirit.

And you have come to your motherland in the time of her need to remind her
of her mission, to lead her in the true path of conquest, tepier present day
politics of its feebleness which imagines that it has gained its purpose when it struts
in the borrowed feathers of diplomatic dishonesty

This is why | pray most fervently that nothing that tends to weaken our spiritual
freedom may intrude into your marching line, that martyrdom for the cause of truth
may never degenerate into fanaticism for mere verbal forms, descending into the
self-deception that hides itself behind sacred names.

With these few words for an introduction allow me téeotthe following as
a poets contribution to your noble work :

I

Let me hold my head high in this faith that thou art our shehat all fear is mean
distrust of these.

Fear of man? But what man is there in this world, what king, King of kings,
who is thy rival, who has hold of me for all time and in all time and in all truth?

What power is there in this world to rob me of my freedom? For do not thy
arms reach the captive through the dungeon-walls, bringing unfettered release to the
soul?

And must | cling to this body in fear of death, as a miser to his barren treasure?
Has not this spirit of mine the eternal call to thy feast of everlasting life?

Let me know that all pain and death are shadows of the moment; that the dark
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force which sweeps between me and thy truth is but the mist before the sunrise; that
thou alone art mine for ever and greater than all pride of strength that dares to mock
my manhood with its menace.

Il
Give me the supreme courage of love, this is my praytie courage to speak, to
do, to sufer at thy will, to leave all things or be left alone.

Give me the supreme faith of love, this is my prayéhe faith of the life in
death, of the victory in defeat, of the power hidden in the frailness of beduhe
dignity of pain that accepts hurt, but disdains to return it.

\ery sinceely yours,
RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Collected Wrks of Mahatma GandhWol. XV, pp. 495-96

2. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Yeravda Central Prison
DeArR GURUDEY,

This is early morning 3 o’clock ofuesday| enter the fiery gate at noon. If
you can bless the feft, | want it. You have been to me a true friend because you
have been a candid friend often speaking your thoughts aloud. | had looked forward
to a firm opinion from you one way or the othBut you have refused to criticise.
Though it can now only be during my fast, | will yet prize your criticism, if your
heart condemns my action. | am not too proud to make an open confession to my
blunder whatever the cost of the confession, if | find myself in edfoyour heart
approves of the action | want your blessing. It will sustain me. | hope | have made
myself clear My love.

M. K. GANDHI
Y.G.P.
20-9-'32
10-30 a.m.

Just as | was handing this to the Superintendent, | got your loving and
magnificent wire. It will sustain me in the midst of the storm | am about to.enter
| am sending you a wirélhank you.

M.K.G.
From a photostat : S. N. 26400
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3. FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Calcutta,
Sept. 30, 1932
M AHATMAJI,

Our people are wonderstruck at the impossible being made possible in these
few days and there is a universal feeling of immense relief at your being saved for
us. Now is the opportune moment when a definite command from you will rouse the
Hindu community to make a desperatdodfto win over Mohamedans to our
common cause. It is even more fidifilt of success than your fight against
untouchability for there is a deep rooted antipathy against the Muslims in most of
our people and they also have not much love for ourselves. But you know how to
move the hearts of those that are obdurate, and only you, | am sure, have the patient
love that can conquer the hatred that has accumulated for ages. | do not know how
to calculate political consequences but | believe that nothing can be too costly which
would enable us to win their confidence and convince them that we understand their
difficulties and their own point of viewHowever it is not for me to advise you and
I shall fully rely upon your own judgment as to the course that should be taken. Only
one suggestion | must venture to make to you that you might ask the Hindu Maha
Sabha to make a conciliatory gesture towards the other. party

| have no doubt that you are gaining strength and inspiriting every moment
strength and hope around you.

With reverent love

| am,
Ever yours,
RABINDRANATH TAGORE
From a photostat S. N. 18565

4. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Yeravda Central Prison (Poona)
DeArR GURUDEY,
I have your beautiful lettet am daily seeking lighiThis unity between Hindus
and Muslims is also lifg’ mission.The restrictions too hamper me. But | know that
when | have the light, it will pierce through the restrictions. Meanwhile | pray
though | do not yet fast.
| hope you were none the worse for the strenuous work in Poona and equally
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fatiguing long journey

Mahadev translated for us your beautiful sermon to the villagers on the 20th
ultimo.

With love,

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI

9-10-'32
Y.C.RP
From a photostat S. N. 23905

5. FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Visva-Bharati,
Santiniketan, Bengal,
November 15, 1932
DeAR MAHATMAJI,

| can realize the sanctity of the promise given by you to Kelappan, and
certainly nobody from outside can presume to criticize any actions that you may
decide upon guided by your own direct revelation of trvithat | fear is that
following so close upon the tremendous impact made on our consciousness by the
recent fast a repetition of it may psychologically be too much for us properly to
evaluate and #&ictively to utilise for the uplift of humanityrhe mighty liberating
forces set in motion by your fast still continue to operate and spread from village
to village, removing age-long iniquities, transforming the harshness of the callously
superstitious to a new feeling of sympathy for the distre$8erk | convinced that
the movement has dafed any abatement or in any way shows signs of lacunae, |
would welcome even the highest sacrifice which humanity today is capable of
making, the sacrifice of your life in penance for our sins. But all my experiences,
of the activities of the villages around us here, as well as of other localities, convince
me that the movement generated by your fast continue to gain in strength and
conquer formidable obstacles.

The testimony of my friends from all parts of India confirm this truth. It may
be that there are reactionary elements but it seems to me that we should allow them
time—the pressure of a growing public opinion is sure to win them &wen as
to the Guruvayyur temple if my information is correct, excepting a few misguided
individuals, the majority of men is overwhelmingly on the side of reform. | pray and
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hope that the former will yet yield to sanity and constitutionally remove the legal
barriers which seem to stand in the way of reform. Should we take too seriously the
activities of some isolated groups of individuals and subject millions of our
countrymen to the extremist form of #erfing while they themselves are
unquestionably on the side of trutfihe influence which is at work may have a
check if anything happens to you. Should we risk that possibility now that we have
won?These are the thoughts which naturally rise in my mind and | was thinking of
putting them before Mahadev when your letter arrived. | shall continue to follow
events with my thoughts and prayers and fervently hope that those who now stand
in the way of truth will be converted to it.
With reverent love,
Yours,
RABINPRANATH TAGORE
From a photostat S. N. 18622

6. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

DeArR GURUDEY,
Your previous letter comforts me. It is enough for me that you are watching
and praying.
With deep love,
Yours,
M. K. G
24-11-'32
From a photostat S. N. 18622

7. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Ahmedabad,
July 27, 1933
DeArR GURUDEY,
| have read your press message regardinyehgvda Pact, in so far as it applied
to Bengal. It caused me deep grief to find that you were misled by very deetoaf
for me and by your confidence in my judgment into approving of a Pact which was
discovered to have done a grave injustice to Bengal. It is now no use my saying that
affection for me should not havefefted your judgment out or that, confidence in my
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judgment ought not to have made you accept a Pact about which you had ample means
for coming to an independent judgment. Knowing as | do your very generous nature,
you could not have acted otherwise than you did and in spite of the discovery made by
you that you have committed a grave error you would continue to repeat such errors if
the occasions too were repeated.

But | am not at all convinced that there was any error maslesoon as the
agitation for an amendment of the Pact arose | applied my mind to it, discussed it with
friends who ought to know and | was satisfied that there was no injustice done to Bengal.
| corresponded with those who complained of injustice. But they too, including
Ramanand Babu, could not convince me of any injustice. Of course, our points of view
were diferent. In my opinion, the approach to the question was also wrong.

A Pact arrived at by mutual arrangement cannot possibly be altered by the
British Government except through the consent of the parties to the Pact. But no
serious attempt seems to have been made to secure any such agr¥ement.
appearance, therefore, on the same platform as the complainants, |, for one,
welcome, in the hope that it could lead to a mutual discussion, instead of a futile
appeal to the British Government. If, therefore, you have, for your own part, studied
the subject and have arrived at the opinion that you have now pronounced, | would
like you to convene a meeting of the principal parties and convince them that a
grave injustice has been done to Bengal. If it can be proved, | have no doubt that
the Pact will be reconsidered and amended so as to undo the wrong, said to have
been done to Bengal. If | felt convinced that there was an error of judgment, so far
as Bengal was concerned, | would strain every nerve to see that the error was
rectified. You may know that up to now | have studiously refrained from saying
anything in public, in defence of the Pact save by way of reiterating my opinion,
accompanied by the statement that if injustice could be proved, redress would be
given. | am, therefore, entirely at your service.

Just now | am absorbed in disbanding tAshram and devising means of
saving as much as can be for public use. My service will, therefore, be available
after | am imprisoned which event may take place any day after the end of this
month. | hope you are keeping good health.

Yours sinceely,
M. K. GANDHI
DR. RABINDRANATH TAGORE
From photostat S. N. 19127
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8. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Wardha,
15th Novemberl934
DeArR GURUDEY,

The All-India Village IndustriesAssociation which is being formed under the
auspices of the Indian National Congress will need the assistance of expert advisers
in the various matters that will engage its attention. It is not intended to trouble
them to meet together or even the members ofAfseciation but merely to advise
theAssociation whenever reference is made to them in matters in which they possess
special knowledge, e.g., in chemical analysis, food values, sanitation, distribution of
vilage manufactures, improved methods of developing village industries,
co-operation, disposal of village waste as manure, methods of village transport,
education (adult and other), care of infants, and many other things too numerous to
mention here.

Will you please allow your name to appear among such advisers of the
All-India Village IndustriesAssociation? Naturally | approach you in the belief that
the object of theAssociation and the method of approach to its task have your
approval.

Yours sinceely,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat S. N. 26409

9. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Segaon, Wdha,
19-2-'37
DeArR GURUDEY,
| got your letter of the 10th inst. five days adour trust in me and &gction
for me are there to be seen in every line but what about my amazing limitations?
My shoulders are too weak to bear the burden you wish to impose upon me. My
regard for you pulls me in one direction, my reason in the opposite and it would
be folly on my part to surrender reason to emotion in a questing like the one that
faces me. | know that if | undertake the trust | would not need to go into details of
administration but it does imply capacity for financing the Institution and what |
heard two days ago has deepened my reluctance for | understand that in spite of
your promise to me in Delhi you are about to goAttmedabad on a begging
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expedition. | was grieved and | would ask you on bended knee go fitre
expedition if it is really decided upoAnd in any case | would beg of you to recall
my appointment as one of the trustees.
With love and reverence,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat : S. N26412

10. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

DeArR GURUDEY,

| have just received your letter of 5th inst. Had | not to go to Belgaum on the
very date you will have the opening ceremohyould most certainly have come
not only for the ceremony but also to see you and Santiniketan which | have not
seen now for year#s it is | shall be with you in spirit when Jawaharlal will be
performing the ceremonyMay the Chinese Hall be a symbol of living contact
between China and India.

The letter you wrote to me over that momentary misunderstanding lies in my
jacket as a treasure. It brought tears of joy to my eyes. It was so worthy of you.

With love and respects,

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
SEGAON,
WARDHA,
9-4-'37

From a photostat S. N. 26413

11. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

DeArR GURUDEY,

Your precious letteis before meYou have anticipated me. | wanted to write
as soomas Sir Nilratan sent me his last reassuring wire. But my right hand needs
rest. | did not want to dictatdhe left hand works slowl'his is merely to show you
what love some of us bear towards you. | verily believe that the silent prayers from
the hearts of your admirers have been heard and you are still wiMowsre not
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a mere singer of the worldour living word is a guide and an inspiration to
thousands. May you be spared for many a long years yet to come.
With deep love,
Yours sinceely,
M. K. GANDHI
SeEGAON, WARDHA,
23-9-'37

From a photostat S. N. 26415

12. FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE
“Uttarayan”
Santiniketan,
Bengal
19-2-'40
DeAR MAHATMAJI,

You have just had a bigteye view this morning of olfisva-Bharati centre
of activities. | do not know what estimate you have formed of its mésii. know
that though this institution is national in its immediate aspect it is international in
its spirit, ofering according to the best of its means Irdt@dspitality of culture to
the rest of the world.

At one of its critical moments you have saved it from an utter breakdown and
helped it to its legsWe are ever thankful to you for this act of friendliness.

And, now before you take your leave of Santiniketan | make my fervent appeal
to you. Accept this institution under your protection, giving it an assurance of
permanence if you consider it to be a national aS8sta-Bharati is like a vessel
which is carrying the cgo of my lifes best treasure, and | hope it may claim
special care from my countrymen for its preservation.

I hope we shall be able to keep close to a reticent expression of love and
reverence in welcoming you into oAshram and revere allow it to overflow into
any extravagant display of phrases. Homage to the great naturally seeks its
manifestation in the language of simplicignd we dier you these few words to let
you know that we accept you as our own and as one who belongs to all humanity

Just at this moment there are problems that darken our deBhiage, we
know are crowding your path and none of us is free from their attack. Let us for a
while pass beyond the bounds of this turmoil and make our meeting today a simple
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meeting of hearts whose memory will remain when all the moral confusions of our
distracted politics will be allayednd the eternal value of all our true endeavours
will be revealed.
With love,
RABINDRANATH TAGORE
From a photostat S. N. 1536-37

13. TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE
On the way to Calcutta,
19-2-'40
DeArR GURUDEY,

The touching note that you put into my hands as we parted has gone straight
into my heart. Of cours¥isva-Bharati is a national institution. It is undoubtedly
also internationalYou may depend upon my doing all | can in the common
endeavour to assure its permanence.

| look to you to keep your promise to sleep religiously for about an hour during
the day

Though | have always regarded Santiniketan as my second home, this visit has
brought me nearer to it than ever before.

With reverence and love,

Yours,
M. K. GANDHI
Truth Called Them Diffemtly, p. 139

o
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* Former Directar National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi.
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programme and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from Middle of September, 2019 to December, 2019

m IN-HOUSE ACTIVITIES :

1. 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (from 30.09.2019 to 02.10.2019)
(The Pogramme is suppbrby the Ministy of Cultue, Government of India)
The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya started its journey for celebrating ‘Gandhi—
150’ from October 2, 2018 to promote the philosophy as propounded by Gandhiji
by adopting yealong several programmes & activities throughout the .year
accordance with the stated objectives, the Sangrahalaya had conceived a special
programme on October 2, 2019 for implementing their proposed plan of action
to the Ministry of Culture, Government of IndiAs the Sangrahalaya already
celebrated the 150th BirtAnniversary of Gandhiji by ganizing a lot of year
long programmes & activities for all kind of people of the socittgrefore, the
implementation of such proposal of programmes for celebrating the occasion of
150th Birth Anniversary of Gandhiji on October 2, 2019, was celebrated by a
befitting recognition of the Sangrahalaya for its role in spreading the doctrines
and philosophy of the Mahatmaéhe Sangrahalaya ganized 3 daygrogrammes
to commemorate the occasion of the 150th BMiniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
from September 30 to October 2, 2019 at the premises of the Sangrahalaya.

¢ Programme detais— held on September 30, 2019 :

On September 30, 2019 the Sangrahalaya inaugurated their two newly renovated
galleries for the visitors— one was ‘Bengal Galleiy which Gandhijis
relationship with Bengal has be
presented through a set of fdilent
kinds of interactive exhibits includin
photographs, original used articles
Gandhiji in Bengal, multimediz
presentation, etc. and another one
an ‘Audio-Visual Room’, where
different kinds of film shows relate
to Mahatma Gandl¥’ life have beer
shown to the visitors.
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A two days’ Exhibition on Mahatmgss
Gandhis 18 points of Communél
Structures  for  Reconstruction
Society entitled‘India of My Dreams’ | s
and on Mahatma Gandhi -The
Millennium Man’ consisting of roll-up-
standee panels were set up at &
auditorium of the Sangrahalaya. Bc#®
the renovated galleries and exhibiti¢
were inaugurated by DSabujkali Sen,
ProfessarViswa-Bharati UniversityThe inaugural programme was started by the
opening song, performed by a renowned singer Shri Pritam ChakraBbriy
Narayan Basu, Chairman of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore presided

over the inaugural function. In the evening a Drama, entitBdpt was
performed by the artists of Mangolik Groljneater of KolkataThe drama was
based on various eventful incidents of Gandhijfe and it was directed by Shri
Samir Biswas, a renowned dramatist and actowest Bengal.

¢ Programme details— held on October 1, 2019 :

On the 2nd day (01/10/2019) of the occasion of celebration of the 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the
Sangrahalaya ganized a Seminar on
‘Thought andActivities of Mahatma &
Gurudev in Constructive Developmeat
the auditorium of the Sangrahalayghe
Seminar was inaugurated by Shri Jawhar
Sircar IAS, Former CEO of Prashar
-5 Bharati and Former Secretary of Ministry
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of Culture, Government of India and Shri Sirkar
delivered his inaugural address at the beginning
of the SeminarThe Seminar was presided over
by Professor Jahar Sen, eminent Gandhian
Scholar and Former Professor of Department of
History, University of Calcutta and he also
% & delivered the Presidentiddddress. Dr Sabujkali

- Sen, Professor oY¥iswa-Bharati University and
ProfessorTapan Chattopadhyayrormer Professor of Department of Political
Science, University of Calcutta were also present as the main Speakers in this
seminar and they delivered thqa
lectures regarding the topic of t
seminar At the end of the Seming
an interactive session was conduc
in which the audience expressed t
opinions and asked some valua
guestions to the Speakers and all
speakers replied their comments _.
all the questions, which were raised from the audience.

Programme details— held on October 2, 2019 :
The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpayanized a public meeting at the

T premises of the Sangrahalaya
L eee———— on October 2, 2019 to

(P8R TEH St w A SR uk\ commemorate the 150th Birth
' [ S NSRS sa i Anniversary of Mahatma

Y R Y. Gandhi. The programme was

! M&Qﬂ inaugurated by lighting the

. lamp by all the Special Guests
and it was followed by Ramdhun songs, performed by a renowned Singer Smt.
Gagi Ghosh (Doordarshan)The meetingm : _

was presided over by Shri Narayan Ba_
Chairman of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahal
A Souvenir and a book, based on (s °
relevance of Mahatma at present, wiy
released by all the dignitaries at t, s
beginning of the programme and t!_
publications were distributed to all tt

4
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audience.The Mahatma Gand™ooo T
Memorial Award was presented 1.
Sagachi RamakrishnaAshram, =/
Murshidabad. Professc
Radharaman ChakrabortfFormer ¢
Vice-Chancellor of Netaji Subhas
Open University delivered thig
Mahatma  Gandhi ~ Memorigemss
Oration. Dr Varsha Das, Former Director of National Gandhi Museum, New
Delhi, Professor Pradip Bhattacharya, ,MProfessor Saikat MoitraVice-
Chancellor of MaulanAbul KalamAzad University ofTechnology Dr. Sabujkali

Sen, Professpr Viswa-Bharati
University and ShrAbdul Mannan,
MLA, were present in this
programme to grace the occasion
and all of them delivered their
valuable speeches regarding the

§ various topics related to the
=== relevance of Gandhiji in present
world. A closing song was
performed by Dr Subhadip

g Banerjee, Superintendent of
Panihati Sub-division Hospital. DrPratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of the
Sangrahalaya delivered tNMete of Thanks to all the dignitaries and people, who
had involved in all the programmes of the Sangrahalaya for last 3 days for
commemoration of the occasion of ‘Gandhi-150’.

2. Training Programme for Group of Women :
The Sangrahalaya started a new training course on Making of Hand-made

g W B A
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Jewellery from December 1, 2019 for a group of women and the new training
course will be ended in March, 2020. In this training course a professional trainer
is training the group of 10 numbers of women and they will learn the basic
knowledge of making of paper jewelleries, junk jewelleries, bangles, jute
jewelleries, fabric jewelleries, etc. in this training course.

3. Closing Ceremony of the Training Programme for Group of Women on Soft
Toys Making (07.12.2019) :
The Sangrahalaya celebrated
closing ceremony of Training
Programme on Soffoys Making for
group ofWomen on December 7, 201
The training programme was started
April, 2019. The trainees performef] &

the opening song at the beginning of the
programme. Shri Subir Kumar Gupta,
Senior Assistant Directqr Ministry of

Textile, Government of India was present
as Special Guest and he delivered his
valuable suggestions to the women for
forwardlng their activities in futur _
Smt. Sikha Dutta and Shri Prasa
Das, the &te Awarded Trainers were

also present in the programme&he
new Trainees, who are participating

.+ New training course of the Sangrahalaya
= on Handmade Jewelryvhich was started
from December 2019, were also
participated in this programmeThe
women arranged an exhibition by their
various products, which they had
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prepared during their training periokt the end of the programme all the trainees
of the training of Sofffoys Making Course were awarded the certificates.

. Plantation Programme (15.12.2019) :
A plantation programme wa
organized at the premises of Ganc
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpc
in collaboration with ‘Frontline
Society’ — an association
environmental lovers, on Decembgs
15, 2019.
At the beginning of the programme
discussion on various importa
issues of present environment and
necessity of plantation in tod
world was oganized. Dr Sunil Gope, President of Frontline Somety pre5|ded
== 1 over the discussion session.. Binaki
.+ 4 Chakraborty former Professor of
" Burdwan University Dr. Pratik
é Ghosh, DirectoSecretary of Gandhi
- Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore,
Shri Subhendu Kanjilal, Director of
SAASE, Barrackpore and Shfapan
Banerjee, Former Head Master of
& Talpukur Kshetramohan High School
_ delivered their speeches on awareness
generation for common people to
protect the alarmlng situation of present environment. @imod Kumar Slngh
Secretary of Frontline Societ )
conducted the discussion sessiol
At the end of the programm
twenty Seedlings of Plants, whic
were provided by the Frontlin
Society to Gandhi Museun
Barrackpore, were planted insic
the premises of the Sangrahala
by the dignitaries and th
participants of the programme.
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m OUTREACH ACTIVITIES :
1. Participation in the day-long Programme, entitled ‘India of My Dreams’,
organized by Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University, Purulia to commemorate the
150" Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (25.09.2019) :
The Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University

entitled ‘India of My Dreams; in
collaboration with the Sangrahala

at their University Campus on
September 25, 2019he programme
- was started by opening of a Mobile
Exhibition on GandhianThought of
Constructive Programmes for Social

T =

Development, which was set up by e —

Sangrahalaya and it was inaugurate ._.;!‘[?“%m;m“m g

by Professor Dipak Kumar Kar [| = %

Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of Sidho- @ o
%’ & i

Kanho- Birsha University After
visiting the exhibitions the Inaugural
function was started in the semi

e ._.___‘

N - e / . room of the UniversityThe Hon’ble
i N et ' ~ Vice-Chancellor the Registrar the
@1 Dean of Faculty ofArts of the
University and the DirecteBecretary
of the Sangrahalaya were present at
the inaugural function and all of
them delivered their lectures about
the significance of the programme.
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The DirectorSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya conducted akudio-
Visual Spot Quiz, based on the life
activities of Mahatma Gandhi for tr
students of the Universitit the end
of the programme the winners of t
quiz programme were awarded t"x
mementoes by the Sangrahalaya.

2. Participatory Programme at Serampore College in Hooghly District to

commemorate the 15 Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (26.09.2019:

The Department of Political Science of Serampore College in Hooghly District
celebrated the 150th Birthnniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi from September 25 to
September 27, 2019 at their college
campus.The Sangrahalaya was invited by
the Serampore College to take part in this

programme on September 26, 20:
The Sangrahalaya set up an exhibit
on life & activites of Mahatme
Gandhi, the various Satyagra
Movements in India and Mahat 2
Gandhi & theWorld at the college premiseghe Exhibition was maugurated by
the Secretary of Serampore ColleGée DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya
delivered a presentation on ‘Mahatma Gargllhileas on Communaltr8ctures
for Reconstruction of Idealillages at the beginning of the main programme and
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it was followed by conducting an audio-visual spot quiz on life & activities of
Mahatma Gandhi for the students of the colleyeDocumentary Film on the
Biography of Mahatma Gandhi was also shown to the students.

. Participation in the State Level Philatelic Exhibition— ‘Ekla Chalo Re’,
organized by Office of the Chief Postmaster General, West Bengal Circle
(18.11.2019) :
Office of the Chief Postmaste
General West Bengal Circle ganized'

November 21, 2019 afcademy of
Fine Arts, Kolkata to commemorat
the 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.
On November 18, 2019 the gamizer <
had invited to Dr Pratik Ghosh, DlrecteSecretary of Gandhi Smarak

- - Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore as the Chief
Guest to release a Special Cover on
Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhas
Chandra Basu. In presence of Shri Gautam
Bhattacharya, Chief Postmaster General,
West Bengal Circle and Shkimitabha Sing,
Postmaster Generalyest Bengal Circle, the
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya
released the Special Cover on this great
occasion.After the inaugural programme,
the DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya delivered his speech on the actual
relationship between Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra Basu.

. Participation in ‘Sanghati Utsab— 2019’, organized by Gandhiji Janmotsab
Udjapon Committee & Swadhinata Dibas Udjapon Committee at Naihati in
North 24 Parganas District (19.11.2019) :
Gandhiji Janmotsab Udjapon Committee
Swadhinata Dibas Udjapon Committee
North 24 Paganas District aanized

‘Sanghati Festival — 2019’ at Naihati
November 19, 2019. The oganizing
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committee invited Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore to
| participate in this programme.
| The DirectorSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya delivered a speech
b on the relevance of ganizing of

® such programme in the present
time and a documentary film
show on 1&oints of Communal
Structure of Mahatma Gandhi was
also shown by the Sangrahalaya.

5. Participation in the 13th Konnagar Book Fair, organized by Konnagar
Municipality in Hooghly District from 06.12.2019 to 15.12.2019 :
Office of the Municipal Councillgr—__
Konnagar in Hooghly district invite( -
the Sangrahalaya to hold &
Exhibition cum Book &l on
Mahatma Gandhi in their 13t
Konnagar Book Fajrwhich was held ¥
from December 6, 2019 to Decemb .
15, 2019.The book fair was openef &«
daily from 03:00 pm to 09:00 pm &&=t -
play ground near to Sakuntala Kdemple at Koonagar in Hooghly district.

6. Participation in the 6th Chakdaha Book Fair, organized by Chakdaha
Municipality in Nadia district (11.12.2019) :
The 6th Chakdaha Book Fair wagganized by Chakdaha Municipality in Nadia
district and it was inaugurated on Decembgr 2019. On the first day of the
Book Fair they scheduled a Seminar on Mahatma Gandhi and gaaizer
invited Dr. Pratik Ghosh DirecteSecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,

8®
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Barrackpore as Special Guest to deliver his address on ‘The Relevance of
Mahatma Gandhi in the Presénorld’.

. Participation in the programme of Barrackpore Debiprasad High School to
commemorate the 15 Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (22.12.2019:

Barrackpore Debiprasad High Sche~!
organized a programme on Gandl|
with the cooperation of the ex-studer
of the institution to commemorate tt
150" Birth Anniversary of Mahatm:
Gandhi at their school campus :
December 22, 2019The institution \k
invited the Sangrahalaya to participe

in their programme.The Sangrahalayp
set up a Special Exhibition, comprisir

of 21 roll-up standee panels (Lr
Gandhiji's 18 points communal structures for somal development entltled ‘India
of My Dreams’. The Sangrahalaya also displayed a photo album composed of

100 photographs of Gandhgl Life &

: - some repllcas of Gandhgi'used artlcles
and photocopies of Gandhgi’ Bengali
- hand writing and some letters writing by
Gandhiji. The exhibition was inaugurated
- by Shri Sunil Singh, MLA of Noapara
*‘% Assembly and it was also visited by Shri
: -‘“:? Arjun Singh, MP Barrackpore Lok Sabha
Constituency and many dignitaries and

participants of the programme came to visit the exhibition.

. Participation in the 9" years of Naihati Utsav, organized by Naihati Utsav
Welfare Samity in North 24 Parganas District from 27.12.2019 to 03.01.202
Naihati UtsavWelfare Samity invited the Sangrahalaya to set up a stall on
Mahatma Gandhi in theyears of Naihati Utsav from December 27, 2019 to
January 3, 2020 at Naihati Railway Maidan, Naihati, North 24dPas District.
The Sangrahalaya set up &lSat there by setting up some thematic temporary
exhibitions on Mahatma Gandhi like ‘Gandhiji & Bengand Gandhijs
Constructive Work. The various exhibits were set up by displaying of

@o
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photographs, write-ups, Posters, Mot
of Charkha and the Cottage in whi
Gandhiji used to stay at Sabarm

Ashram and the Photostat copies s, SRS
Gandhiji's  Letters in dfferent’ = '
languages and his Bengali Haf =+
Writing. A special Photo Album
composed of 100 original photograp

-

ﬁ 2 ~_ on the life of Mahatma Gandhi was also
Iﬂ displayed in the stall. The several

publications of the Sangrahalaya related
,j to Gandhiji were also displayed in the
| stall to create the interest of the people on
Gandhiji's various activities. Many
eminent personalities, general people and
the students had come to visit the stall and they had gained a lot of knowledge
about Gandhiji from the several exhibits of the Sangrahaastall.

r’fhﬂ:"l?.._dan 1544

m MOBILE EXHIBITION :

1. Mobile Exhibition & Day-Long Programme at Filix School of Education in
Purulia District (23.09.2019) : y -
The Sangrahalaya was invited by t
Filix School of Education (ar‘\
Educational Project of Nanritam) ¢
Barandanga village, Purulia Distri

on September 23, 2019 toganize &

Campnat kit

' the Mobile Exhibition and day-long

@ programme at the premises of their
school campusThe Sangrahalaya had

', set up an Exhibition on ‘Three Great
Personalities (Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Sudhas Chandra Basu) in Photographs’,
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a documentary film show on ‘Role of
- Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement
- " was shown to the students and Andio-

~ Visual Spot Quiz on the life & activities of

s Gandhiji was also conducte@ihe winners of
the Spot Quiz programme were awarded by
the Sangrahalaya.

2. Mobile Exhibition & Day-Long Programme at Kishore Bharati Abasik
Vidyalaya in Purulia District (24.09.2019) :
The Sangrahalaya reached at Kishgse
Bharati Abasik Vidyalaya,
Baghmundi in Purulia on Septemb
24, 2019 to aanize the Mobile
Exhibition and day-long program
at the premises of their scho
campus. An Exhibition on ‘Three
Great Personalities (Gurudg
Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatmé

Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose) in Photographs’ was set up by the
Sangrahalaya at the premises of the
institution. The students of the
institution were provided the guide
services by the stifmembers of the
Sangrahalaya to explain the theme of
the exhibition. After visiting the

exhibition the Sangrahalaya arranged a
documentary film show on the Indian
Freedom Movement for the students
and theAudio-Visual Spot Quiz on the
life & activities of Gandhiji was als
conducted.The winners of the Sp
Quiz programme were awarded by the
Sangrahalaya.
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3. Mobile Exhibition & Day-Long Programme at Bidhanpally High School, in
North 24 Parganas district (10.12.2019) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalay -
Barrackpore was invited by Bidhanpal
High School, Ichapore in North 2
Paganas district to hold a Mobil}
Exhibition and to conduct a day-lor
programme for their school students
the premises of their school 4

December 10, 2019The Sangrahalaya
set up a mobile exhibition on ‘Three

M~ Great Personalities (Gurudev
© RabindranathTagore, Mahatma Gandhi
and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose) in

LA
photographs’ at the school campus an
documentary film shows on Indis
Freedom Movement was also shown
the studentsThe DirectorSecretary of
the Sangrahalaya also conducted
Audio-Visual Spot Quiz on the life a
activities of Mahatma Gandhi for t
students of the school’he winners of
the Spot Quiz programme were awarded the mementos by the Sangrahalaya.

m Publication of the Sangrahalaya on the occasion of 150th Birth Anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi in 2019 :

¢ The Sangrahalaya published a Souveoamposed of various articles related to
Mahatma Gandhs' Life and activities and the souvenir was distributed freely to
the audience.

¢ A Bengali Book entitled>s=icers ey foasicers ¥2i9n’, based on relevance on
Mahatma Gandhi in the present world, which is composed of the articles of
various eminent Gandhian Scholars of Bengal, was published by the Sangrahalaya
and the book was released on October 2, 20109.

@9
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m GROUP VISIT :

1. On October 22, 2019 4Qu&lents from ¥
Bholananda  National Vidyalaya, s =
Barrackpore came to visit thi
Sangrahalaya along with their teach:
and were provided with a guided to
to explain the exhibits of the gallery
the Sangrahalaya.After visiting the
Museum one of the teacher commen \§
‘Good view of the Gandhig pictues, |
overall evey good atmosphet.

2. A group of twenty six (26) students of Basirhat College, North 24aPas
District, came to visit the
Sangrahalaya on Novemb@2, 2019.
They were provided with a guided
tour of the galleries and shown the
documentary titled “Muktir
Banhisikha” — Role of Barrackpore in
Indian Freedom MovementAfter
visiting the Sangrahalaya the teacher
remarked Good.

Vijaygarh  Jyotish Ray Colleg i ﬂ b s e
Kolkata along with 4 teachers visite =

the Sangrahalaya for their educatio
excursion purposd.hey were providec
a guided tour of Sangrahalaya and a
visiting all the galleries a documenta
film show was also shown to the
One of their teacher commented
visitors’ book Good Collectioh

4. A group of 19 students along with their principal and teachers Aomitalal
Memorial Sweet Home, Uttarayan, Palta in North 24gBaas district visited the
Sangrahalaya on November 26, 2019.

€8



Gandhi News/SlI® 9@ O Vol. 14, No. 30 SI3Re-TrEEe, 205

5. About fifty eight (58) students an ' I S St

four (4) teachers okgarpara Swam ~ © : TF gt , f ]
VivekanandaAcademy visited the - :

Sangrahalaya for their educatior
excursion purpose on Novempe
26, 2019.They were provided th
guide service to explain the exhib
of the museum and a documents:

6. A group of twenty eight (28) students
along with two (2)Assistant Professors
of Basirhat College, North 24 Rpmnas
district, came to visit the Sangrahalaya
on December 5, 2019They were
provided with a guided tour of the
galleries.  After visiting the
Sangrahalaya one of the teachers
remarked Very Good.

7. A group of sixty (60) Special Childs with their guardlans and teachers of Behala
Nabaprayas, Kolkata visited t
Sangrahalaya on December 8, 20
All of the Special Childs wer
welcomed by providing some toke
from the Sangrahalaya and they we:
visited the galleries of thEas
Sangrahalaya with proper guide serv
and care. They had enjoyed a lot t _;j,
see the documentary film show ¢
Indian Freedom Movement. After ¥ : -3
visiting the Sangrahalaya the Principal of the Instltutlon remarkedellen‘t

8. A group of 20 students of class IX along with their five teachers from Serampore
High School in Hooghly district visited the Sangrahalaya on December 19, 2019.
After visiting the galleries a documentary film show on Indian Freedom
Movement was shown to thefihe DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya also

ce
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conducted ardudio-visual Spot Quiz on life and activities of Mahatma Gandhi
for the students and the winners of the quiz programme were awarded the
mementoes by the Sangrahalaya.

9. 25 Sudents along with theifeachers
from Arya Vidyalaya, Barrackpore visited
the Sangrahalaya on December 23, 2019.
They were provided the guided tour to all
galleries of the Sangrahalaya and
: documentary film show on Indian
" Freedom Movement was also shown to
them. After visiting the Sangrahalaya one
of their teachers commentedGood

. collection. Our childen gain knowledge
&, on Mahatma Gandhi

10.A group of 30 students along with their 4 teachers from both of Serampore
College and Serampore Girls Collegms
came to visit the Sangrahalaya
December 24, 2019.The museumns=
guide explained all the informatio®y
about the exhibits of various galleri
of the Sangrahalaya to the stude
and they had been also shown
documentary film show after visitin® |
the galleries. One of their teache S
commented in visitorsbook ‘All are so excellent and unexpectable

N
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